Preventing medication errors in home care.
This practice brief highlights the results of two home health care studies on medication errors. The first study determined how often medication errors occur in home health care. The second study tested a strategy to reduce these errors. Although nearly one third of home care patients are at risk for potential medication errors, adding a simple, practical program can reduce the potential for errors. These results should encourage home care agencies to be more vigilant in monitoring medication errors and to institute programs that help prevent errors from occurring.